Thursday, May 1, 2003
Deuteronomy 30:1 – 20

God had revealed to Moses what would happen to the people who had followed the former prince of Egypt for forty years. They would not be able to remain faithful. Can you imagine the anguish of Moses as he contemplated not accompanying them into the promised land? He had the assurance of God’s care for them, but Moses must have felt almost as a parent seeing his children leave for the last time.

Some question whether God demonstrated His love for His people in the Old Testament, but in this passage we see His great love and how it would be essential in Israel’s survival.

Verses 3-6 say that when the people turn from God and suffer the consequences that He would still love them. He would gather them back from the ends of the earth; bring them into the land and make their way prosper; circumcise their hearts. They could not do these things for themselves, but God, against whom they would rebel, would still pour His grace out on them.  God loved them and would bring them back to Himself, but that did not mean that the Law was not important in their relationship to Him.

Moses said in verses 11-14 that the people could not claim that they had no way of knowing God’s Law. It was not as though they had to search the earth and the heavens to find it. God’s Law had been a part of their lives for many years. It dwelled within them. Nor was the Law all that complicated. Jesus summed up the Law when asked which was the greatest of all the commandments: 

“‘﻿﻿You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the great and ﻿foremost commandment. The second is like it, ‘﻿You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ ﻿On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.” (Matthew 22:38ff)
